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then underwent the country’s first 
peaceful transfer of power via an elec-
tion since independence. I commend 
President Saakashvili on his leadership 
in that transition. 

The Georgian people are to be con-
gratulated for a credible election. I am 
encouraged by Georgia’s continued 
positive attitude toward NATO inte-
gration and its determination to be a 
modern democracy. However, the Geor-
gian Dream coalition must be re-
minded that the most effective way for 
Georgia to join NATO is through con-
tinued development of democracy and 
the rule of law. 

First, there has been increasing pres-
sure on President Saakashvili to resign 
prior to the constitutional end of his 
term in October 2013. While the new 
majority may see this as a logical next 
step to finalizing the transfer of power, 
attempting to coerce a sitting head of 
state to give up their constitutional 
mandate before its expiration would 
run contrary to the principles of demo-
cratic governance and the rule of law. 

Second, on November 7, the prosecu-
tor’s office arrested three members of 
the resigned government, charged with 
unspecified abuses of power. 

Georgia has made enormous progress 
in its democratic and political develop-
ment over the past 2 months, progress 
which very few predicted would or 
could happen so quickly and com-
pletely. In light of that, I would en-
courage the new leadership of Georgia 
to take these concerns seriously. It is 
incumbent upon the Georgian Govern-
ment to ensure that the new Par-
liament consolidates the democratic 
process, not a political agenda. 

f 

AMERICA NEEDS A FARM BILL 
(Mr. WELCH asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, it’s been 
141 days. That’s how long it’s been 
since the House Agriculture Com-
mittee, on a bipartisan basis, passed 
the farm bill by a vote of 35–11. That’s 
the high watermark of bipartisanship 
in this Congress. It represents some-
thing that is too lacking in Wash-
ington today: a serious attempt at 
progress through bipartisan work. 

We need a farm bill. America needs a 
farm bill. Our farmers, our folks de-
pendent on nutrition programs, our 
folks who are farming and want to con-
serve the land, they’re entitled to have 
Congress act. 

You know, it’s one thing to vote 
‘‘yes’’ and it’s one thing to vote ‘‘no,’’ 
but it is unacceptable not to vote at 
all. 

The decision on whether we will vote 
on a farm bill is up to the leadership. 
They owe it to each one of us so we can 
be accountable to the people we rep-
resent and give America a farm bill. 
There is absolutely no excuse for Con-
gress to not even try to do its job, 
which will occur when a farm bill is 
brought to the floor. 

STEM JOBS ACT OF 2012 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
House Resolution 821, I call up the bill 
(H.R. 6429) to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to promote inno-
vation, investment, and research in the 
United States, to eliminate the diver-
sity immigrant program, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

DOLD). Pursuant to House Resolution 
821, an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 112–34, modified 
by the amendment printed in House 
Report 112–697, is adopted. The bill, as 
amended, is considered read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 6429 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘STEM Jobs Act 
of 2012’’. 
SEC. 2. IMMIGRANT VISAS FOR CERTAIN AD-

VANCED STEM GRADUATES. 
(a) WORLDWIDE LEVEL OF IMMIGRATION.—Sec-

tion 201(d)(2) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151(d)(2)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(D)(i) In addition to the increase provided 
under subparagraph (C), the number computed 
under this paragraph for fiscal year 2014 and 
subsequent fiscal years shall be further in-
creased by the number specified in clause (ii), to 
be used in accordance with paragraphs (6) and 
(7) of section 203(b), except that— 

‘‘(I) immigrant visa numbers made available 
under this subparagraph but not required for 
the classes specified in paragraphs (6) and (7) of 
section 203(b) shall not be counted for purposes 
of subsection (c)(3)(C); and 

‘‘(II) for purposes of paragraphs (1) through 
(5) of section 203(b), the increase under this sub-
paragraph shall not be counted for purposes of 
computing any percentage of the worldwide 
level under this subsection. 

‘‘(ii) The number specified in this clause is 
55,000, reduced for any fiscal year by the num-
ber by which the number of visas under section 
201(e) would have been reduced in that year 
pursuant to section 203(d) of the Nicaraguan 
Adjustment and Central American Relief Act (8 
U.S.C. 1151 note) if section 201(e) had not been 
repealed by section 3 of the STEM Jobs Act of 
2012. 

‘‘(iii) Immigrant visa numbers made available 
under this subparagraph for fiscal year 2014, 
but not used for the classes specified in para-
graphs (6) and (7) of section 203(b) in such year, 
may be made available in subsequent years as if 
they were included in the number specified in 
clause (ii) only to the extent of the cumulative 
number of petitions under section 204(a)(1)(F), 
and applications for a labor certification under 
section 212(a)(5)(A), filed in fiscal year 2014 
with respect to aliens seeking a visa under para-
graph (6) or (7) of section 203(b) up to, but not 
exceeding, the number specified in clause (ii) for 
such year. Such immigrant visa numbers may 
only be made available in fiscal years after fis-
cal year 2014 in connection with a petition 
under section 204(a)(1)(F), or an application for 
a labor certification under section 212(a)(5)(A), 
that was filed in fiscal year 2014. 

‘‘(iv) Immigrant visa numbers made available 
under this subparagraph for fiscal year 2015, 
but not used for the classes specified in para-
graphs (6) and (7) of section 203(b) during such 
year, may be made available in subsequent 
years as if they were included in the number 

specified in clause (ii) only to the extent of the 
cumulative number of petitions under section 
204(a)(1)(F), and applications for a labor certifi-
cation under section 212(a)(5)(A), filed in fiscal 
year 2015 with respect to aliens seeking a visa 
under paragraph (6) or (7) of section 203(b) up 
to, but not exceeding, the number specified in 
clause (ii) for such year. Such immigrant visa 
numbers may only be made available in fiscal 
years after fiscal year 2015 in connection with a 
petition under section 204(a)(1)(F), or an appli-
cation for a labor certification under section 
212(a)(5)(A), that was filed in fiscal year 2015. 

‘‘(v) Immigrant visa numbers made available 
under this subparagraph for fiscal year 2016, 
but not used for the classes specified in para-
graphs (6) and (7) of section 203(b) in such year, 
may be made available in subsequent years as if 
they were included in the number specified in 
clause (ii), but only— 

‘‘(I) to the extent of the cumulative number of 
petitions under section 204(a)(1)(F), and appli-
cations for a labor certification under section 
212(a)(5)(A), filed in fiscal year 2016 with re-
spect to aliens seeking a visa under paragraph 
(6) or (7) of section 203(b) up to, but not exceed-
ing, the number specified in clause (ii) for such 
year; 

‘‘(II) if the immigrant visa numbers used 
under this subparagraph for fiscal year 2015 
with respect to aliens seeking a visa under para-
graph (6) or (7) of section 203(b) were less than 
the number specified in clause (ii) for such year; 
and 

‘‘(III) if the processing standards set forth in 
sections 204(a)(1)(F)(ii) and 212(a)(5)(A)(vi) were 
not met in fiscal year 2016. 
Such immigrant visa numbers may only be made 
available in fiscal years after fiscal year 2016 in 
connection with a petition under section 
204(a)(1)(F), or an application for a labor cer-
tification under section 212(a)(5)(A), that was 
filed in fiscal year 2016. 

‘‘(vi) Immigrant visa numbers made available 
under this subparagraph for fiscal year 2017, 
but not used for the classes specified in para-
graphs (6) and (7) of section 203(b) in such year, 
may be made available in subsequent years as if 
they were included in the number specified in 
clause (ii), but only— 

‘‘(I) to the extent of the cumulative number of 
petitions under section 204(a)(1)(F), and appli-
cations for a labor certification under section 
212(a)(5)(A), filed in fiscal year 2017 with re-
spect to aliens seeking a visa under paragraph 
(6) or (7) of section 203(b) up to, but not exceed-
ing, the number specified in clause (ii) for such 
year; 

‘‘(II) if the immigrant visa numbers used 
under this subparagraph for fiscal year 2016 
with respect to aliens seeking a visa under para-
graph (6) or (7) of section 203(b) were less than 
the number specified in clause (ii) for such year; 
and 

‘‘(III) if the processing standards set forth in 
sections 204(a)(1)(F)(ii) and 212(a)(5)(A)(vi) were 
not met in fiscal year 2017. 
Such immigrant visa numbers may only be made 
available in fiscal years after fiscal year 2016 in 
connection with a petition under section 
204(a)(1)(F), or an application for a labor cer-
tification under section 212(a)(5)(A), that was 
filed in fiscal year 2017.’’. 

(b) NUMERICAL LIMITATION TO ANY SINGLE 
FOREIGN STATE.—Section 202(a)(5)(A) of such 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1152(a)(5)(A)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘or (5)’’ and inserting ‘‘(5), (6), or (7)’’. 

(c) PREFERENCE ALLOCATION FOR EMPLOY-
MENT-BASED IMMIGRANTS.—Section 203(b) of 
such Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-
graph (8); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(6) ALIENS HOLDING DOCTORATE DEGREES 
FROM U.S. DOCTORAL INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION IN SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEER-
ING, OR MATHEMATICS.— 
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